
Dear Friends, 

Just a few short weeks ago the Dove’s staff and church leaders shared a letter to you with the following paragraph: 

Churches are always here to provide spiritual growth, nurture our faith, surround those in need with compassion and 
love, to share our blessings by supporting missions, and most importantly, to provide a sacred time where we worship 
our God and open ourselves to God’s grace and forgiveness. This is especially true and especially needed during 
times of uncertainty and anxiety. 

I want to share what has been taking place at Dove as we remain committed to being the church and meeting as 
many needs as we can with compassion, care and love as disciples of Jesus the Christ. 

Our ability to bring you worship has been and will continue to be one of our highest priorities. The first week after the 
letter, our worship leaders gathered at the church Sunday morning and livestreamed the service as we have been 
doing the past several months. We have wanted to improve the quality of the audio and the video since we started 
this ministry. So, knowing we were facing a prolonged time of social distancing, we took a first step to achieve this 
goal of better quality. We bought two new cameras which we will be able to use from now on any time we want to 
record something for you. 

Our Country and Gospel Service was the first time using these cameras and hopefully you saw a huge improvement 
in our broadcast quality. We prerecorded the worship, doing it in smaller groups trying to meet the CDC guidelines for 
safety. We then edited the recordings to create what we brought to you. A number of thank yous need to be 
expressed here, including Greg Ramsey, Jeff and Pam Zurn, all who participated in worship, and Dave Dorland. I 
apologize to anyone I may have forgotten to mention, please know we are grateful. We learned a lot during this time 
which will enable us to make improvements in our presentations over the next several weeks. 

With the new Stay at Home guidelines, those of us who are leading worship, must now record from our homes and 
send our recordings to a central site where they can be downloaded and edited. What I can share for sure is that 
worship will continue and the reminder of who we are as a community will be a blessed part of every week we face 
this illness together. 

A big shout out to Michal Peckham and her Altar Arts committee. We had a beautiful altar to enhance our worship 
when we recorded our Palm Sunday Service. They quickly transformed the altar into Easter, and again, it is beautiful. 
We had hoped that those of us who were recording worship, could still gather at the church, even if we did it in shifts 
for safety. We are now encouraged to not even do this because the virus can last for several days on many different 
surfaces and even when no one is around it can still be transmitted. We will get some pictures of our altar to post and 
hopefully to be edited into our Easter worship. 

A question I was often asked was, “What do the youth do after Sunday School and while they wait for lunch and 
Halos rehearsal?” The hour was predominantly used to do service projects for the church. The project they were 
working on when we had to cease our gathering was our labyrinth. The goal was to make the labyrinth handicap 
accessible so everyone could use it for their spiritual and devotional lives. When we had to stop meeting, the work 
was only partially complete. I want to give a heartfelt thank you to the youth and their leaders, Patty Swindle and Curt 
Getting for their work. Since that time, Curt has taken the reconstruction of the labyrinth as his own personal work for 
the church. It is with great joy and extreme gratitude that I can tell you the labyrinth is now complete and ready for 
use. The pathways are covered in crushed granite making it possible for use by people with walkers or in 
wheelchairs. The pathways were expanded to 4 feet wide so the walkers and wheelchairs can fit easily, but also in 
case anyone needing any kind of support can have a person walk beside them. I want to personally but also on 
behalf of the church, express my deepest gratitude for the dedication Curt has shown allowing us all to receive this 
wonderful gift. I will be sending out another email soon to show how we can use the labyrinth and possible prayers 
you can pray while walking it. As of right now, it appears we are ok being outside as long as we practice safe 
distancing. This is a connection to your church that you can utilize even now. 

I hope many of you are using the Lectio Divina for devotional time. I have chosen scriptures for next week that will 
help us walk through Holy Week with Jesus and his first disciples. This journey is designed to help us receive the 
hope of Easter as best we can, while facing our Good Friday moments as we face the anxieties, worries and even 
fears surrounding the COVID-19 virus. (Holy Week Lectio Divina will be sent via e-mail to everyone on Monday, April 
6 and every Monday thereafter.) 



Mission still remains strong, as it is who we are as Dove. The Mission Committee is starting an ongoing project to 
thank the many "frontline" workers; medical staff, grocery store employees, firefighters, police officers, etc. who are 
serving us during this difficult time. This mission also supports local restaurants and their employees. Friday, April 3, 
our Mission Team has made arrangements for a local sandwich shop to deliver 50 sub meals to Abrazo Arrowhead 
Hospital as a thank you to the Emergency room and ICU medical staff. It is a win, win, win for everyone. First, for us 
as Dove as we have this need to know we are meeting the real needs of the community we serve. Second, we are 
helping a local, small business receive some income while being able to show our gratitude and appreciation for the 
sacrifices the medical staff at Abrazo Arrrowhead are making for us. This is something we hope to continue over the 
next weeks as we seek to serve as the church. Third, if you would like to donate to future food deliveries, you can 
send a check to the church with "frontline workers" written in the memo, or go online to the Dove website 
at www.doveofthedesert.com, click on Important Quick Links, then Give Online and follow the prompts.  To designate 
that the funds go to this particular mission, put “frontline workers” in the other field. Let’s keep our caring, encouraging 
and outreach vital over these trying times. 

Even though we are no longer allowed to make personal visits to hospitals, rehab centers and senior retirement 
communities, your church's Pastoral Care Ministry continues. Pastor Louie has been blessed to have 14 of our 
church members join him in sending out cards and notes to members of our Dove community who are either shut-ins 
or have been placed in lock-down by their Retirement Communities. Pastor Louie continues to call and check on our 
shut-ins over the telephone each week. In addition, he is going through the Dove directory and attempting to call each 
member to check on their welfare and concludes his call by lifting up a prayer for church member and family.  

Our church prayer chain is sent out daily to all who have requested to be part of this important ministry of Dove. Each 
day Pastor Louie records a Daily Devotion that can be listened to by calling the church's Prayer Line at (602) 375-
7729.  Feel free to call or email Pastor Louie if a Pastoral need should come up. 

Greg Ramsey, our youth leader, lets us know what is in store for our youth here at Dove!  We are excited about what 
God will be able to do in the lives of our youth during these difficult times. Even though we are not together at the 
church as a church youth family, we will still have opportunities to connect. The youth will be able to take part in youth 
ZOOM sessions. The sessions will help our youth stay connected with each other as a group, both Halos Youth Choir 
and Dove Youth combined. The sessions will be video chat sessions where we will have the opportunity to be in 
fellowship, have a devotional time, pray for each other, and pray for our world. Also, the Halos will have an exciting 
opportunity to work on their music by way of ZOOM. They are thrilled to take part in virtual choir practices. ZOOM 
rehearsals will be a fun, interactive way of praising God in song, and learning and perfecting our music at the same 
time. We will have a concert at Dove sometime this summer. 

Jan Ramsey and her team are staying connected with the Sunday School by sending out weekly Sunday School 
lessons, notes of caring and thoughts and prayers with all of our young folk.  

As you can see, Dove has not been closed… It has been deployed.  Dove will still be Dove even when we cannot be 
together in one place. 

Blessings,  

Rev. George Cushman 

Just a reminder from Barb Fike and the Dove Bells: The Doxology is about 20 seconds long to help when washing 
your hands and praising God at the same time! 

 “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.” 
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