
+ Senior Pastor’s Reflections 
 
“Then Peter said to Jesus, „Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three   
dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”      Matthew 17:4 
 
 In this verse from the story of the Transfirguration, we meet loveable, impetuous Peter - a      
disciple known for boldness that bordered on foolishness, whose life was a tangle of conviction 
and fearfulness, insight and ignorance. Yet he was a disciple that Jesus held especially dear. 
His eyes still dazzled by the blazing bright light of transfiguration, Peter jumped to action, any 
action that might keep that moment holy.  I like Peter. There was no dishonesty in this man, only 
a genuine gentle spirit who loved with his whole being. 
 
 Leadership, like discipleship, is a process not a product. It is a journey we undertake, not 
a  destination we achieve. It is a willingness to engage the tough questions and to face the   
confusing situations. It is a willingness to admit we are not always wise, or in full control, or    
better than the rest. It is being Peter to those around us – bold and eager, undaunted by         
expectations and conventions, dazzled by Christ’s presence. It is stepping out in faith to the 
glory of the One we love. 
 
 There is a time and place for caution. There are times when holding fast and even     
backing off might be in order. But in the church these exceptions have a tendency to become 
the rule. Without a dash of daring, opportunities may be lost. In the name of caution, possibilities 
go unrealized. Leadership that does not dare to explore and question or change and improve is 
not leadership but management. Managers are not the same as leaders. Leaders seek to be 
creative, and to that end leaders can be impetuous and audacious. Leaders lead with a lavish 
love that will not be deterred from building whatever can be built for the Lord we honor.  Such 
daring boldness can transfigure the world that God loves. 
 
 As we approach the Season of Lent, that time of confession and reflection, let us ask           
ourselves, “Where is God calling us as a congregation to be daring and bold?” 
 

Remember You Are Loved, 
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The Three Simple Rules   
a Wesleyan Way of Living 
will begin on February 2 at 7:15 pm 

with Joe Perotti and Dave New       

facilitating. This six week class exam-

ines three principles of Christian     

living: Do no Harm, Do Good, and Stay in Love 

with God.  Call the Dove office to sign up! 

If you ordered a Dove 
Picture Directory, Dove 

Prayer Calendar or       
Offering Envelopes, 

please pick them up in 
the Dove office.  

     HELP!! 
Dove is looking for a       
Parking Lot Coordinator 
AND four volunteers to     
donate 1.5 hours, just one  

Sunday  a month to monitor our parking 
lot during worship services. 

  Simple Soup Suppers begin on February 29 
and continue through March 28 

Please sign up on the board in the Narthex to bring a pot of soup.  All 
varieties of soup are welcome 

Crock Pots may be borrowed from the Kitchen! 

Special Ash Wednesday Worship Service  
~ February 22 at 7:00 pm ~ 

This year Dove of the Desert will connect with Trinity UMC and Faith UMC to hold a 
combined Ash Wednesday Worship Service. This service will be held at Trinity UMC, 

3104 West Glendale Avenue, Phoenix.  
Mark your calendar and plan to attend this wonderful service. 

Dove Staff 
  Senior Pastor: Rev. Marc McDonald ~ PastorMarc@qwestoffice.net  

Associate Pastor: Rev. Ruth Blum ~ RuthBlum@qwestoffice.net 
Director of Music: GregRamsey@qwestoffice.net 

Director Celebration Singers & Bell Choirs:  ~ Brent Fike - bfike2@cox.net 
Youth Director: Kelli New - Kelli_New@yhoo.com 

Sunday School Coordinator: Jan Ramsey - jr@gopiano.com 
Office: CarolMorgan@qwestoffice.net  ~ MartiBetts@qwestoffice.net 

The Dove Craft Group would like to 

thank everyone for their purchases at the annual 
craft & special Dove bean soup mix sale              
in November. We hope you enjoyed your           
purchases and want you to know that over 
$2700 was raised for UMOM, DUET and St. 
Mary’s Food Bank to be used to benefit children 
in need. Thank you for your continued support! 

Lay Speaker Training 
will take place at Dove on Friday 
March 30, 5:00 - 9:00 pm &       
Saturday, March 31, 8:00 am - 

4:30 pm. The basic/introductory class, (cost 

$30) and an advanced course, (cost $20) will be 
taught. To register contact Toni Berg                  
at Toni.Berg@bnaneuro.net. Registration      
deadline is March 15. 

To find out more about Lay Speaking go to:  
h t t p : / /d e ser t so u t h we s t con f e r en ce . o r g /
churchmembers/lay_ministries/layspeakers/ 
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 When you see them, please  

      THANK OUR VOLUNTEERS . . .  

Kay Heise & crew for the fabulous Ladies 

Christmas Dinner & entertainment. 

Jamie & Karen LaBovick, Sue Miller, 
Sarah McDonald, Jack Major, Jean Booth, 
Todd Thompson, Sue & John Barsky and 
Archie Day for helping Pastor Ruth, Jan 
Ramsey & Nenos Easa with cleaning the   
classrooms - GREAT JOB!  

For cares & condolences  
 Linda Hillhouse on the death of Doug. 
 The Hayes family on the death of Sherry’s 

brother.  
 Helen Spangler on the death of Phil. 
 Mary Everhard on the death of Bill. 
 The Hunt Family on the death of Susan’s 

mother. 
 Joan Davidson on the death of her brother. 
 Matt & Leann Deller on the death of Matt’s 

father. 

For our sister churches . . . 

Greater Parish of Sun City: 

 Lakeview, Sun City First, Youngtown 

Faith UMC, Phoenix 

Glendale First UMC, Glendale 

PRAYER POWERPOINT: 
The secret of answered prayer is faith without doubt. And the    
secret of faith without doubt is praise, triumphant praise,            
continuous praise, praise that is a way of life.ò Paul Billheimer 

PRAYER: 
Holy God, we praise you in all your glory, for all you have done 
and are doing, and for all you will be doing. Instill in us the     
desire to continually praise you until it becomes our way of life. 
In Jesusô name we pray. Amen. 

SPIRIT IN MOTION: 
Every day during the month of February, choose one praise 
item from your daily life to offer up to God. Select one of these 
praises to share with a friend at church. 

Please use our prayer line for your Prayer  
Requests ~ share a concern  or a joy!!  

      Call 602-375-PRAY (602-375-7729)          
 Prayer requests are retrieved daily by our    

                  Prayer Partners. 

Dove family news  

Dove's Altar Arts committee and everyone 
who helped decorate Dove for Christmas.  

To everyone who helped on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day.  

Sue Couch for the wonderful Christmas Eve 
dinner she made for the pastors, staff and     
volunteers. 

Roger Peckham for all the time he spent  
researching, hiring and supervising the Safe  
Sanctuary construction project and for painting 
Room 4.  

 To everyone who so generously blessed 
the staff with Christmas wishes and gifts. 

Bill & Jean McEachern for checking        
supplies and getting the Red Friendship Pads 
ready for Sunday services; to Jean for the gift 
of delicious treats for our Tuesday Talks group 
and Bill for faithfully setting up the sanctuary 
chairs for Sunday services. 

Dove received many 
cards and letters of 

“thanks” from the wonderful  
people at our sister church, Primera Iglesia 
UMC thanking everyone at Dove who helped 
make their Christmas so merry. They are so 
appreciative of everything Dove does to help 
them.  
We even got letters of thanks from the men 
who we helped with clothing for their new jobs! 

Special Thanks to everyone for their 

cards, prayers & visits following my foot 

surgery.  I hope to be òback on both feetó 

soon. With love,  
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TRAIL MIXER - Sunday, 3/4/12  12 -2pm at DOVE.  
Dove Youth Fellowship ~ Summer 2012 Mission Trip Fundraiser  

Follow the Trail Map to:   * Chili Cook -Off  * Carnival  *  
* Cake Walk  * Bake Sale * Drawing & Silent Auction * Trail 

Mix Booth  *  . . . . .  and much more!  

Benefitting óRESTORATIONô 
 Dove Youth Fellowship 2012 

 Summer Mission Trip 

(Chili Cook -Off is part of the TRAIL  MIXER  Fundraiser)  
 

Have a great Chili recipe?  One that curls your toes and makes grown men cry?  
 

   Bring a pot of your favorite Chili to be judged!. . . . . Or  

   Just Come to taste some great chili!    $5.00 donation to taste and vote  

 
5 Categories:    ** Spiciest ** Most Original ** Best Vegetarian **  
                                        ** 3 Alarm ** Peopleõs Choice **       
 
                       Ice water provided!  

Dove Youth Fellowship is collecting Used Childrenõs Books to donate to 
Wesley Centerõs After School Program and UMOM. 

 

Please drop off your used Childrenõs Books at the TRAIL MIXER 
Sunday, March 4 at DOVE. 12 -2pm  

 
Follow the trail map to the Drop -Off Booth  
 

Thank your for donating and supporting the needs of our community!  

 As part of Doveõs ongoing Mission to UMOM you 

will have the opportunity to help replenish the        

kitchenettes for the UMOM residents. The òDove Treeó will be in 

the Narthex on February 12 & 19 where you will find òDovesó 

with individual kitchen items. Please take A òDOVEó, purchase new 

or donate gently used items and place them in the box marked 

òUMOM Kitchenó by February 26. For more information 

call Ginny Godlove 623-815-8782. 

4th Annual  



Diabetes Support Group ~ Thursday, February 9 at 7:00 pm  
Join us at the home of Rob and Shannon Sanders for a pot - luck gathering with light 

& simple festive fare. Guests are welcome. To RSVP and get directions, please call 
Rob at 623 -566 -7990 or contact  Diane Byler 623 -933 -0045.  

Join the Lunch Bunch at noon on Thursday, February 2 at Applebeeõs at 

8001 West Bell Road, Peoria (South side of Bell). Everyone please call 

Nancy Panzer at 623-931-4283 for reservations or information. Lunch 
Bunch meets on the 1st Thursday of every month for good food and         
fellowship! Newcomers are always welcome!  
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           Mark Your Calendar &  Join PrimeTime Live!  
All Dove adults are invited ~ single or married, young or young at heart!          
PrimeTime Live is for you! Join adults from Dove for a Friday evening of food, fun and 

Christian fellowship. Prime Time Live includes the young, young-at-heart, single and 
married - anyone who likes to chat, nosh and spend a lovely evening with like-minded adults. The 
host provides a main course, attendees bring a side dish or dessert. Our next get-together will be 
Friday, February 17th, from 6-10 p.m. at Darla and Richard Wells’ home. For more information, to 
discuss what you can bring, or to get directions, call (602) 938-7190 or email azwells@q.com. 

     Dove Men's Breakfast  

           2nd Saturday ~ February 11 at  7:00 am  

               Black Bear Diner ~ 6039 W. Bell Road 
        RSVP: Rob Sanders 623-566-7990 or  Dove 623-572-7334 

Men of Dove, join us for a time of devotion, prayer and fellowship. 
Fathers & Grandfathers bring your Sons & Grandsons age 13 and up  
& invite a friend. A Great way to meet some new friends!  

Board of Church & Society  
Book Study & Food ñTastingò 

Are you regretting eating too much during the holidays? Are you considering eating  
healthier, or possibly losing some weight and saving money on your food bills in the new 
year? Then mark your calendar, Saturday, February 18, 10:00 am  to 12:30 pm for the 
book study, Food Matters (New York Times bestseller) by Mark Bittman (seen on the    
Today show).  

Reading the book is not a prerequisite for participation in this study. 

Why not consider giving up meat one day a week for Lent as a personal commitment to God.  

The first 108 pages is about the negative environmental impact of "industrial  farming" 
and especially massive meat production, and America's unfair share in the global food 
basket (and our declining state of health as a nation). He gives suggestions on what 
small steps Americans can make in their diet that would actually have a healthier      
impact on both the American diet and the environment. The remainder of the book has 
recipes, along with a larger companion book, The Food Matters Cookbook.  
  

Along with talking about food, a "tasting" of some of the recipes will follow the discussion.  
Meeting will be held in the Narthex. 

mailto:azwells@q.com


Dove Care Ministry  

×Baby Brigade  

Megan Parsons 602 -739 -1858  

×Casserole Brigade  

Sharon Eshelman 623 -566 -2798  

×Diabetes Support  

Coordinators: Diane Byler 623 -933 -0045  

 & Rob Sanders 623 -566 -7990  

×Blood Pressure Screening  

2nd Sundays In the Dove Office  

9:00 -  9:30 & 10:30 -  11:00 am  

×Duet Volunteer Orientation                     

Saturday,  February Saturday, February 18  

9:00 ï 11:30 am  

First United Methodist Church of  Glendale  

7102 North 58 th  Avenue, Glendale  

To register: 602 -274 -5022, www.duetaz.org   or 

call Don Trotter 623 -376 -9506.  

×Grief Support  

Lisa Heuft, Coordinator  

×Communion for Home or Hospital  

 Barney & Mildred McClendon,  

Coordinators 602 -993 -8945  

×Prayer Line  

Call ~ 602 - 375 -7729  

×Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Donna Thurmond, Coordinator  

   DOVE MISSION NEWS  

Pet donations continue on 

the FIRST  SUNDAY of every 

month. Donations will be given 
to local pet rescues.  If you are interested in     
helping homeless pets, contact Darlene Bradner         

dbradner@cox.net. 

Dove continues with monthly mission projects: 
First Sunday Food Drive 

First Wednesday Meal for UMOM 
Justa Center Donations 

UMOM Donations 

FEBRUARY 5 is Souper Bowl 
of Caring, a national day for 
churches to donate money to 
aid local food banks. The      
proceeds of our donations will 

go to the Food Bank at our sister church, 
Primera Iglesia. Please donate $1.00 or more 
in the òSOUP POTSó in the Narthex. 

 New Habitat for Humanity 

Mission Opportunity.  
Through Doveõs involvement with a 

valley wide UMC coalition we have 

a chance to help the Cavazos family 

obtain a home through Habitat for Humanity. 

The home will be located at 1509 W. Grove St. in 

Phoenix. We currently have at least three dates 

on which we need volunteers for this mission. The 

dates are:  

2/4/12   Install Trusses/Frame Roof  

3/3/12   Drywall ð we also need volunteer(s) to     

    help provide lunch  

4/21/12  Install Accessories/Touch Up  

The work times are 7:30AM to 2:30 PM through 

April 14 th. After this date the work times are 

6:30AM to 1:30PM. Please arrive 15 minutes      

before the start time. Breakfast and lunch will be 

available. No experience necessary. Volunteers 

must be at least 16 years old. Please wear 

clothes that you donõt mind getting dirty. Please  

bring your own sun block and water bottle.    

Water is provided but the cups are small. To    

volunteer, please contact John Roberts at       

623-434-0474. 
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    more MISSION NEWS  

UMOM - Supportive Services for      
Veteran Families (SSVF) 

UMOM now offers a program which focuses on 
the intensive case management of low-income 
veteran families. SSVF will help families sustain 
permanent housing and reach their greatest    
potential. Services include: Counseling, Health 
care, Child care, Education, Legal and more. Go 
to www.UMOM.org click on programs, then  
Veterans for more information and ways to help.   

http://www.duetaz.org
mailto:dbradner@cox.net


   Dove Youth Fellowship FEBRUARY 2012 Calendar 
2/1 - Wednesday Program 6-7pm. Youth Rooms 

2/5 - NO DYF (due to Super Bowl) 

2/8 - Cookie Baking for Valentineõs Day, 6-7pm. Dove Kitchen 

2/11 & 2/12 - First Aid/CPR for DYF Mission Trip. 1-6pm 

2/15 - Wednesday Program 6-7pm. Youth Rooms 

2/19 - NO DYF (due to 3 day weekend) 

2/22 - Ash Wednesday Service        

2/25 & 2/26 - Prescott Retreat 

2/29 - Wednesday Program **special time** 5:30-7pm. Pizza and Movie 

Join Us Sunday, March 4:  
12-2pm for TRAIL MIXER! 
Trail Mixer is a giant fundraiser for: 

Ψw9{¢hw!¢LhbΩ  
Dove Youth Fellowship 
2012 Summer Mission Trip 

Follow trail map to: 
Chili Cook-Off  **  Carnival  **  Homemade Dog Biscuits Booth  

¢Ǌŀƛƭ aƛȄ .ƻƻǘƘ  ϝϝ  5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ WŀǊ ϝϝ  aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ¢ǊƛǇ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ .ǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ .ƻŀǊŘ 
        Cake Walk & Bake Sale **  Drawing & Silent Auction  **   Carwash Tickets 

 and. . . . . A mission project within a mission project:  ¦ǎŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪǎ 5ǊƻǇ-off Booth 
 

This summer, Dove Youth Fellowshipõs mission trip will take us to Flagstaff, AZ to work on trails.  
Partnering with the US Forest Service there, we will restore trails! Weôll be enjoying the cool air and warm  
sunshine in the beautiful mountains of Arizona. Weôll be experiencing Godôs creation first hand and providing the 
necessary work on trails so that others can enjoy hiking in the beautiful mountains. In Genesis, God pronounced 
each aspect of his creation good, and when He saw all that Heôd made, He declared it good.  

THEN GOD GAVE IT TO US!  
Currently 26 youth and adults will be working on Trail Restoration. Money raised from the TRAIL MIXER will help 
fund the trip. Mission Trip dates are: June 3-9, 2012.  For more information about Dove Youth Fellowship, or 
the mission trip please contact Kelli New, Youth Director, 623-572-7334 

Thank You for supporting ôRESTORATIONõ 

     Important Events Coming Up. . . . . .at DYF 
   3/11 at DYF: 30 Hour Famine Kick-Off. 3:30-5:00pm 

    3/25 & 4/1 at DYF: Easter Sunrise Service planning 

    4/27 & 28: 30 Hour Famine 

    5/2: Volleyball Begins 

 
             

                   Dove Youth Fellowship Contact 
Info: Kelli New, 623-572-7334 

kelli_new@yahoo.com 

D.Y.F.  
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Sending Godõs Love to: 

   

   

   

F e b r u a r y  E v e n t s 
2 ~  Lunch Bunch 

2 ~ Groundhog Day  
4 ~ Father Daughter Dance 

5 ~ First Sunday ~ Worship @ 8:00-9:30-11:00 am with Communion 
First Sunday Donations for Food Bank & Pet Shelters  

and Bring your Letters to Soldiers  
 11 ~ Dove Menõs Breakfast 

14 ~ øBKFMSçMFºR ëBX                                                                
Arizonaõs 100th Birthday  

17 ~ PrimeTime Live! 
18 ~ Food Matters Book Study & Food Tasting 

 22 ~ Ash Wednesday - Worship Service 7:00 pm @ Trinity UMC 
26 ~ Stewardship  Begins  

29 ~ Simple Soup Suppers for Lent begin 

Look inside for more information ~  Complete calendar can be found at ww.DoveoftheDesert.com 


