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From Pastor Dave 

Love Came Down at Christmas 

O ne of the lesser known (and 
possibly less appreciated) 

songs of Christmas is “Love Came 
Down at Christmas.” I’ve occasionally 
included this in worship the Sunday 
before Christmas, as a concession to 
those who request to sing Christmas 
carols during Advent. A typical 
response to this has been, “Pastor, 
that’s not really a Christmas carol.” 
Maybe not, but it certainly is a 
Christmas hymn, and it’s #242 in our 
United Methodist Hymnal. 
 
It’s a song that brings us the message 
of Christmas. No “chestnuts roasting 
on an open fire” or “dreaming of a 
white Christmas” or cautionary tales 
to children such as “you’d better 
watch out!”  
 
No, this song reminds us that “Love 
was born at Christmas” and that “star 
and angels gave the sign”. Isn’t this 
what Christmas is really about? That 
God so loved the world that God gave 
his only Son, so that whoever would 
believe in him would not die, but 
instead, have everlasting life? That’s 
the message I cling to at Christmas, 
and throughout the year. 
 
The second verse reminds us not to 
delegate our Christmas feelings to 
one annual event, but rather, to 
“worship we the Godhead, Love 
incarnate, Love divine.” Our reason 

for celebration – and worship – is the 
Incarnation (that means Jesus living 
among us as a human). We gather 
together at Christmas, not to boost 
attendance at year’s end, but to 
worship the Godhead – Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit – that was made 
known to us through the Incarnation 
of God; God taking on flesh and blood 
as we are flesh and blood, in the form 
of a baby, laid in a manger, whom we 
call Jesus. That should be celebrated 
all year round! 
 
The third verse of this hymn is the 
real kicker! We sing, “Love shall be 
our token; love be yours and love be 
mine; love to God and all men (or 
neighbor), love for plea and gift and 
sign.” To quote another song, found 
in our songbook, The Faith We Sing, 
“They will know we are Christians by 
our Love.”  
 
Or, to use the imagery of Dr. Seuss, 
the prevailing Spirit of Christmas 
caused even the mean one, Mr. 
Grinch, to experience the 
transforming love of God, which 
radically, completely changed the 
mean, green old Grinch. In fact, as we 
will discover this Advent season, the 
Spirit of Christmas – the Love of God 
Incarnate – caused the Grinch’s heart 
to grow three sizes! 
 

I hope that you will take the 
opportunity to join us for worship, 
a study or fellowship this month. 
Perhaps you will choose to be part of 
one of our Advent study groups, or 
you could join us for worship in 
December. We will begin our Advent 
journey on November 27. The  
Hanging of the Greens service will be 
November 30, and we will celebrate 
communion on December 4. 
Worshipers will be treated to a 
musical celebration of the Christmas 
season on December 11.  
 
Finally, we will celebrate the Love 
that came down at Christmas in each 
of our four Christmas Eve Services 
on December 24. Then on Christmas 
morning (a Sunday this year), we 
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will hold one service at 10:00 am 
to sing and celebrate the birth of 
Jesus together. 
  
Friends, I wish for you a very merry 
Christmas, chestnuts roasting on an 
open (but safely-contained) fire, 
and a holly, jolly holiday season  
(I won’t go so far as to hope for a 
white Christmas!) But most of all, 
I wish for you to know in a deep 
way the love of God made known to 
us in the person of Jesus the Christ. 
May that love that came down to us 
rest in your heart and home this 
Christmas season, and always!  
 
On behalf of the pastors and staff 
of Dove of the Desert UMC, we wish 
you a Merry Christmas full of love 
and joy. 

– Pastor Dave 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Thoughts from Dave 

Re-Entry Simulation 
Experience the Outside World After Incarceration 
 
If you’re interested in experiencing how difficult it is to get around the 
roadblocks upon release from incarceration, come to our Re-Entry 
Simulation.  You’ll be given your own release status profile with 
requirements to be fulfilled immediately upon re-entry into the 
community.  As you travel to different stations, you will understand the 
frustration of fulfilling each task, with a limited budget and within a society 
that has changed since you were in it.   
 
The Arouet Foundation volunteers, who are all formerly incarcerated 
women, will be our guides to see how successful we would be upon release. 
This event is sponsored by Dove Board of Church and Society. It will be on 
January 28, 2023 from 10:00 am-12:00 noon.  More information and 
registration will come later in the month.  

Contact Us! 
     

Rev. David Wasson: Sr Pastor 
srpastor@doveofthedesert.com 

Director of Music: Greg Ramsey 

gr@gopiano.com 

Choral Director: Mark Amsden 
choirs@doveofthedesert.com 

Bell Choirs Director: Brent Fike 
bfike2@cox.net 

Director of Student & Young Adult 

Ministries: Michelle Ferguson 
youthdir@doveofthedesert.com  

Children & Family Director: Jan Ramsey 
jcramseydove@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Rebecca Curless  
doveadmin@doveofthedesert.com 

Administrative Assistant: Marti Betts 

martibetts@doveofthedesert.com 

Phone: 623.572.7334,  Fax: 623.572.8973 
www.doveofthedesert.com 

www.facebook.com/doveofthedesert 
Instagram: doveumc 

Dove Tales is a monthly publication of  
Dove of the Desert UMC. The staff reserves the 
right to edit all items submitted for publication. 



1. Commitment to community 
a. Offering fellowship events on campus to show love to our neighbors 
b. Further investment in organizations that make positive impact in the 

community, such as local food banks and no-kill animal rescue 
shelters, Family Promise, Habitat for Humanity, Justa Center, UMOM, 
and Thrive AZ, and more.  

c. Participate in public community events to “reintroduce” ourselves to 
the community.  

d. Continue offering our campus as a resource to the West District and 
Desert Southwest Conference as a safe place for the learning, growth, 
and development of disciples and ministries. 

2. A new “path” for discipleship  
a. Launch the development of an interactive in-person Stations of the 

Cross Experience on our Campus. 
b. Raise awareness for and generosity towards the building of the site.  
c. Offer ways to participate in the creation of the Stations.  
d. Develop and launch a digital version of the Stations of the Cross 

3. Support our Children, Youth, and Care Ministries 
a. Further support with new volunteers and opportunities to serve 
b. Explore interest and information on launching a Grief Share or 

Stephen Ministry on campus. 

4. Improve our Digital Footprint 
a. Develop a new website 
b. Develop regular online content for spiritual encouragement and 

growth 
c. Further develop our streaming worship and interaction with our online 

members.  

5. Increase congregation participation and future leader development 
a. Increase our number of participants in all areas of the church 

i. Worship (Liturgists, Communion) 
ii. Welcoming Ministry (Greeters, Ushers, Safety Team) 
iii. Ministry Teams 
iv. Sunday School Teachers 
v.  Nursery Assistants 
vi. Soundboard/Streaming 

As a part of our Church Conference 
reporting, Dove was asked to create 
a plan with goals for 2023.  
 
These goals were created in 
consultation with Dove’s SPRC 
Team, our District Superintendent, 
and me. These goals are created to 
offer a scaffolding for which a more 
detailed plan of ministry can be 
implemented. These goals are 
largely connected to the success and 
direction of last years’ objectives. 
We would not have had the success 
in achieving our 2022 goals if not 
for the faithful participation, 
generosity, and spirit of this church. 
I ask that you read over these goals 
and pray for them as we move 
forward together into the 
opportunities that God brings to us 
in the coming year.  
 
2023 will be a special year for Dove, 
and I am grateful to be a part of the 
story that God is telling through 
you.  
 
–Pastor Dave 

2023 Ministry Goals for Dove of the Desert 

Grinch Advent Study 
 
If you enjoyed or were intrigued by last year’s advent study based on Scrooge, you won’t want to 
miss this year. We will again be using Rev. Matt Rowle’s unique interpretation of pop culture to 
look at Advent with the Grinch.  The study will be offered at 9:30 and 11:00 Sunday mornings for 
four weeks beginning November 27. Sign up at the welcome desk or contact Barb Fike if you’re 
interested in joining, co-leading, or offering the class at a different time.  Then if you want to pick 
one up, Matt Rawle’s The Heart That Grew Three Sizes is available from Cokesbury for $11.49 or 
Amazon for about the same price ($9.99 on Kindle.) 



The Steel Magnolias are a Thursday morning women’s Bible study.  They meet in person, in Room 4, with a 
Zoom option. They begin with a time of fellowship from 9:30-10:00 am, with the study portion starting at 10:00. 
All are welcome! If you are interested, please call Nannette Carr or the church office. 

The Mom Squad meets weekly on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm in Room 10. The group is currently 
studying Determined: Living Like Jesus in Every Moment (A Study of Luke) by Heather M. Dixon. You are welcome 
to join no matter where you are in your motherhood journey. For more information, contact April Luyt or the 
church office. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month from 9:00–10:00 am in 
Room 7. The group knits or crochets shawls, baby blankets, lap blankets, prayer squares, and other items to be 
given to Dove members and others in need of comfort.  For information, please contact Mimi Griffiths at 
mimig7852@gmail.com or contact the church office. 

The Dove Quilt Group meets Fridays in Rooms 15-16 at 1:00–4:00 pm. We work on individual quilts and 
projects, so feel free to bring anything you are working on. We have quite a bit of donated fabric we are using for 
the Thrive AZ quilts. Just bring your machine and sewing supplies. You don’t need to sign up but if you have 
questions, contact  Judy Martin at stilljudymartin@gmail.com. We look forward to having you join us.  

Dove Youth Fellowship (7th-12th graders) meets weekly. See the schedule of youth events on page 7. For 
more information contact Michelle Ferguson, youthdir@doveofthedesert.com. 

Adult Sunday School (9:30 am) 
• Bible Basics in Room 12, facilitated by Richard Borgmann 
• Weavers Class in Room 10, facilitated by Carolyn Moody 

• Conversations with God in Room 4, facilitated by Mikki Payne 

Church Work Days – Have you ever wanted to provide service to Dove but only have an hour or two to spare? 
Come help us clean our Dove campus during our Dove Work Days every first Saturday of the month. Our next 
Work Day is Saturday, December 3 from 8:00-11:00 am. Bring your families, neighbors and friends to help! The 
more people we have working, the sooner we can finish the jobs. This counts as a service project for anyone who 
needs service hours. Sign up genius link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/0c0f48a9aa2ca7fbc34-dove 

The Little Doves Social Club is a fun group for elementary-age children. The club hosts monthly events such 
as water days, movie watch parties, and game days at the church. For more information, please contact Jen 
Centner or Jan Ramsey (jcramseydove@gmail.com) . 

Day Break Social Mixers  This is a monthly event, with upcoming dates of December 14 and January 18. We 
meet for lunch and fellowship from 11:30 am–2:00 pm. In December, we will have a Christmas party!  Sign up on 
Sunday, December 4 and 11. A $5 donation is requested for lunch.  

The Lunch Bunch meets for lunch on the first Thursday of each month at a local restaurant. If you’d like to join 
us, contact Steve and Rita Snyder at ridinzfun@aol.com. It is important to RSVP each month, so we can reserve 
space at the various restaurants. 
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Advent Promise 

God comes to us 
Across this brief and wondering season 

Tracing the ways of pain and song 
Sharing beyond all rhyme or reason 

This long year’s darkest days 
‘til we can face his radiant bearing 

In the stable place of peace.             
–J. Barrie Shepherd 

Care Ministry Team 

The cool, crisp mornings and warm sunny days are upon us – what we live for in 
Arizona – as we head into the many activities planned at Dove this fall.  One of 
those is the Blessing of the Pets that is scheduled for Sunday, December 4 at 2:30 
pm on the Dove campus (see page 2). 

Does anyone know of someone who is unable to attend church and would like to 
receive communion each month?  Peter Mather of our Care Ministry Team delivers 
communion to the homebound monthly after the first Sunday communion at Dove.  
If you are interested in receiving homebound communion or know of someone who 
is interested, contact the church office or see Peter. 

Just a reminder that we do recycle the vases we use for delivering flowers to the 
homebound.  In the recent past we have received many vases that were too large 
for our use because of the varying length of the stems in the altar flower 
arrangements.  We can use medium-sized vases about 9-10 inches tall with a fat 
base.  We do not use bud vases.  A box for dropping off vases is located in the 
church kitchen next to the refrigerator. 

Happy Holidays to all you lovely souls who support Dove’s Care Ministry Team in 

its many ministries! 

Hanging of the Greens, Wednesday November 30 
Join us for dinner at 5:30 pm (chili, cornbread, mac & cheese), 

followed by a special worship service at 6:00 pm 
 

Christmas Cantata, Sunday December 11 
The Celebration Singers and Halos Youth Choir will present  

The Voices of Christmas at 8:00 and 11:00 am 
Our Children’s Christmas Program will be at 9:30 am 

 
Christmas Eve Services 

4:00 pm–Family Worship 

6:00 pm–Contemporary Service 
with Candlelight and Communion 

8:00 and 11:00 pm–Traditional Service 
with Candlelight and Communion  

  
Christmas Day Worship 

10:00 am–Service of Carols and Lessons 



Children and Youth Christmas Pageant: 
The Fumbly, Bumbly Angels 
 
Sunday, December 11, 2022—9:30 am Worship Service 
 
Four fumbly, bumbly angels set their sights on singing in the glorious 
Heavenly Choir. But instead, they find themselves singing in the tiny village of 
Bethlehem… 
 
Calling all angels! Calling all angels! 
Yes, we need you to be part of our pageant. All children and youth are invited 
to be part of this experience. The children will be acting out the parts as the 
youth are doing the narrative sections for our pageant. The congregation will 
help us by singing along to some familiar carols.  
 
We will have one rehearsal on Saturday, 
December 10 from 1:00 to 2:30 pm in the 
sanctuary. 
 
We sure hope to see you there!  
– Hannah Abraham, Greg and Jan Ramsey 

“I heard the bells on 
Christmas Day, their old 
familiar carols play…”  

Now you can hear the bells a week 
before Christmas–on December 18, 
at 2:00 pm, when the Dove Handbell 
groups will present their annual 
Christmas Concert.  

This is a combined concert of both 
Dove Bells and Las Palomas del 
Norte Handbells.   

Ring in Christmas 
in style! 

Halos Youth Choir Performances 
 
The Halos Youth Choir will be going Christmas Caroling to the church’s 
homebound members on Sunday, December 4. Please arrive at 12:00 noon. 
This will be a great time!  
 
The Halos Youth Choir will also be singing a song with the Celebration Singers 
choir at the Christmas Cantata on Sunday, December 11. We will be singing 
the song “Listen to the Stars” at both the 8:00 and 11:00 am worship services. 
The dress rehearsal for the cantata will be Saturday, December 10 at 3:00 pm 
in the sanctuary.  

Christmas Cantata  
 
The Celebration Singers are busy preparing their Christmas Cantata, “The 
Voices of Christmas.” The cantata will be presented on Sunday, December 11 
at both the 8:00 and 11:00 am services. The cantata will also involve the 
Halos. The Celebration Singers and Halos look forward to you joining us on 
December 11 as we prepare our hearts and minds to receive the gift of a baby 
born in Bethlehem. 

  
The Celebration Singers are always willing to welcome and 
accept new members. We rehearse on Wednesdays  from 
6:30-8pm.  We look forward to seeing you! 



Our Condolences to: 

• Jeff & Ryan Thornburg on the death of wife 
and mother, Sadie 

• Hoyt Kenmore and the Border family on the 
death of Barbara Border 

West District Prayers: 

In December, please pray for:  

• Mingus Mountain Camp (staff & campers) 

• Justa Center, Phoenix (Rev. Gerri Bast) 

• Wesley Community & Health Centers 

Dove’s Prayer Ministry: 

Please send all prayer requests to Rev. Dr. Tom 
Davitt, doveprayerministry@gmail.com 

The glory and celebration of Christ’s 
birth is made more beautiful by the 
traditional poinsettias which will 
decorate our sanctuary. 
 
This year, we would like to give 
everyone the opportunity to order 
poinsettia plants in honor or in 
memory of loved ones.  Poinsettias 

will be placed on the chancel and may be taken home after the 
11:00 pm service on Christmas Eve.  
 
Watch for the poinsettia order forms in the Sunday worship 
bulletins on November 27 and December 4.   

We need individuals and families to light 
the Advent Wreath at the 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 
and 11:00 am services on the four Sundays 
of Advent (November 27, December 4, 11, 
18) and each of the Christmas Eve Services 
(4:00, 6:00, 8:00 and 11:00 pm).  
 
Please contact the church office if you would be willing to light 
the Advent candles during worship. 



Return Service Requested 

United Methodist Church 
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