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T o say Dove of the Desert has been blessed feels 
like a little bit of a short sell... 

 
While the past few years have been filled with some 
challenges, all it takes is a quick glance at this month’s 
church calendar to see that Dove is back and growing! I 
dare you to find a week where there isn’t something 
you can plug into besides worship that will bless you 
and strengthen your walk with God.  
 
Take for example, our Ministry Fair coming up on 
October 9. We are preparing a special day in which we 
can share all of the ministries of this church! 
Sometimes it's hard on a Sunday morning to express 
all the good things that we get to do together as a 
church, so the ministry fair is an incredible 
opportunity for you to go a little deeper in learning 
about the ministries that you support. It's also a great place for you to look for a place to connect, as many of 
these ministries have needs and openings for team members to help them strengthen the good work they're 
already doing. 
 
Or, how about the new book group being led by our Board of Church and Society. This year, they'll be reading 
the book, Just Mercy. If you recall, it was their book study last year that led us into the conversation that 
introduced us to Thrive AZ. We are grateful for how this group continues to help us see areas of need that we 
may not have seen in the past, and opened our hearts to new opportunities to help others. 
 
What about Wednesday nights, moms? Leave the kids home with dad and join the Mom Squad book study on 
campus that just started last month. Or, if the kids have already left home, you should come to this group 
anyway. Even if you don’t have kids, come and be blessed with good fellowship and strong conversations 
between sisters who love each other and God. 
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Oh, and have you heard about our newest team member? Our Director of Student and Young Adult Ministries, 
Michelle Ferguson, begins her work with us this month. If you have teens in your life, you will want to connect 
with her so she can begin to learn about our community. 
 
And for a little icing on the cake, we are going to host our first ever Trunk or Treat event on October 29th this 
year! Make plans to help out and join us as we welcome the community onto our campus for a safe, welcoming 
place for kids and families to enjoy the season. Watch the upcoming announcements to see how you can help 
be a part of this special event.  
 
We have been deeply, richly blessed. Now that we have been blessed, it’s our turn to bring that blessing to 
others. That’s what Grace in Action is, passing the blessings on that we have received. Throughout October, 
you’ll receive some letters and emails from our Stewardship Team, inviting you to consider how much you 
will plan to contribute in the coming year to the work of the church (see note below). We do this financial 
campaign yearly, and you have responded continually with such grace and gratitude.  
 
I know I have only scratched the surface as to what we are doing this month; open this newsletter and find all 
of the great invitations that I haven’t mentioned here! 
 
This is an exciting time for Dove. I am so grateful to be a part of this season in the life of this church.  
 
Blessings, 
Dave 
 
 
Grace in Action 
 
Keep an eye out this month for a letter from our Stewardship Team as we kick 
off our Giving Campaign for 2023 with "Grace in Action.”  
 
After a year of “reopening,” we've been deeply blessed. God has provided for 
Dove of the Desert in ways we couldn't have ever expected. God's plans are 
better than ours, and God has led us into a new season, with new partnerships, 
and new stories to tell.  
 
We've been deeply blessed, and so it's time to share those blessings with 
everyone else around us. That's what "Grace in Action" is all about, and that's 
the theme to our Giving Campaign this year.  
 
We hope you'll take the time to read the correspondence we send in October, and prayerfully consider your 
giving to Dove of the Desert for 2023. By returning your Commitment Cards on or before October 30th, you 
help us create a reliable budget for the upcoming year. Your partnership in our church's financial health has 
continued to help us grow, even in a historically challenging time for all churches. 
 
Thank you for already being “Grace in Action,” a church whose actions match its words and heart.  
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Condolences to: 

• Steve and Marsha Ford on the death of  
their son, Matt 

• Carol Morgan and family on the death of  
her husband, Lee 

Church Prayers: 

In October, please pray for these churches:  

• Shepherd of the Hills UMC (Rev. Deborah Lerner; 
Rev. Alma Aguirre-Olivares) 

• Shepherd of the Valley UMC 
(Pastor Janet Culbertson) 

• Spirit of Hope UMC 
(Pastor Christine Jones) 

Prayer Ministry: 

Please send all prayer requests  
to Rev. Dr. Tom Davitt 
doveprayerministry@gmail.com 

Special Prayers

L ast year's book study of What Every Church Member Should Know About Poverty resulted in Dove's   
 affiliation with Thrive, which has energized our focus to help our neighbors and allowed us to show our 

love for others in a very concrete manner.   

The Bible tells us not only just to, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:39), but also to ”Remember 
those in prison as if you were bound with them, and those who are mistreated as if you were suffering with 
them.” (Hebrews 13:3) 

This year we will be offering another group book study of Just Mercy, an auto-biographical work addressing 
both prison and judicial reform by young Southern lawyer Bryan Stevenson, who writes of his work with a 
variety of prisoners first through the Southern Prisoners Defense Committee and later the Equal Justice 
Initiative, which he establishes himself.   

This 5-6 week study will begin on Tuesday, October 4 from 6:30-8:00 pm.  The book is available new or used 
online and at local bookstores.  
 
For more information or to sign-up, contact Robin Fisher-Terry, rft611@cox.net or Sandy Clingenpeel, 
sjclingenpeel@cox.net (please use “book study” on the subject line). 

 
 

 

Board of Church and Society 



 

 

The Lunch Bunch meets for lunch on the first Thursday of each month at a local restaurant. 
 If you’d like to join us, contact Steve and Rita Snyder at 703-980-7673 email Steve at 
  ridinzfun@aol.com.  It is important to RSVP, so we can reserve space at the 
   various restaurants. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month from 9:00–10:00 am 
in Room 7. The group knits or crochets shawls, baby blankets, lap blankets, prayer squares, and other items 
to be given to Dove members and others in need of comfort.  For information, please call Mimi Griffiths at 
602-762-6709 or email mimig7852@gmail.com.  

The Steel Magnolias are a Thursday morning women’s Bible study.  
They are currently studying Living a Chocolate Life by Deb Burma.  
The Steel Magnolias meet in person, in Room 4, with a Zoom option. They 
begin with a time of fellowship from 9:30-10:00 am, with the study 
 portion starting at 10:00 am. All are welcome! If you are interested, 
  please call Nannette Carr at 602-621-1665. 

The Mom Squad Bible Study meets weekly on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:30 pm in Room 12. The group is currently studying 
Determined: Living Like Jesus in Every Moment (A Study of Luke) by 
Heather M. Dixon. You are welcome to join no matter where you are in 
your motherhood journey. For more information, contact April Luyt at 
214-444-5556.  

Adult Sunday School (9:30 am) 

Bible Basics in Room 12, facilitated by Richard Borgmann 
Weavers Class in Room 10, facilitated by Carolyn Moody 
Conversations with God in Room 4, facilitated by Mikki Payne 

The Dove Quilt Group will resume weekly sessions beginning October 14 after our summer hiatus. 
We meet in Rooms 15-16 at 1:00–4:00 pm. We work on individual projects including quilts for Thrive, 
items for Dove’s craft fair or any project you’re working on. We have quite a bit of donated fabric we are 
 using for the Thrive AZ quilts. Just bring your machine and sewing supplies. You don’t 
  need to sign up but if you have questions contact Dianne McDaniel at  
  dianne_mcdaniel@yahoo.com or Judy Martin at stilljudymartin@gmail.com.  
 We look forward to having you join us.  

Camaraderie and Creativity in Crafting meets on Fridays from 12:00–2:00 pm in 
Rooms 15/16. Until the craft sale in November, we will be working on a “no-experience-
necessary” project to sell. Contact Barb Fike, bfike2@cox.net. 
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The AZ Broadway Theatre in Peoria will be presenting the musical “A Christmas Carol” this year. 
We’ve gone as a group to attend shows before, and we would really like to get a group together on Friday, 
December 2. The cost is $80 per person for dinner and the show. You would need to pay in advance so we 
can make a reservation. If you have interest in joining us, or have more questions, please email Steve Snyder 
ridinzfun@aol.com or text 703-980-7673.  We’d love to get a large group to attend! 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
Put on your walking shoes for the Walk to End Alzheimer’s on October 15th at 
Glendale Heroes Regional Park, 83rd Ave & Bethany Home Rd.  To register or 
donate, go to www.alz.org.  You can search Team Dove, code #743436.  For questions,  
and more information, contact Anita Burnett at 623-694-7469, or anitalburnett@gmail.com. 

Celebrate Thanksgiving Day with your Dove Family!  
Whether you are on your own this Thanksgiving Day, or simply interested in 
extending your Thanksgiving celebration beyond your home, Dove would like to 
invite you to celebrate a day of fellowship and thanksgiving on our Dove campus, 
Thursday, November 24, 12:00-5:00 pm (Thanksgiving Day).  The idea is to come 
together from noon to 5:00 pm and have a potluck feast and a time of games and 
fellowship.  If you think you might be interested, please contact Elizabeth Tesman 
at tesmaninchile@yahoo.com or sign-up at the following link:  
Thanksgiving Day at Dove.  Dove family, let's get ready to celebrate our blessings 
in fellowship with a big Thanksgiving Day.  Please be thinking of those who 
celebrate alone and invite them to this day of fellowship.     

Day Break Social Mixers Our first Day Break Mixer was a great success, with 27 people attending, so 
let’s do it again! This will be a monthly event, with upcoming dates of October 12, November 16, and 
December 14. We will have lunch and play board and card games, 11:30 am–2:00 pm. 
Sign up on Sunday, October 2 and October 9.  A $5 donation is requested for lunch.  

The Little Doves Social Club is a fun group for elementary-age children. The club 
hosts events such as water days, movie watch parties, and game days at the church. For more 
information, please contact Jen Centner at 480-818-1645 or Patrick Centner at 602-214-7836.  

Church Work Days Have you ever wanted to provide service to Dove but only have an 
hour or two to spare? Come help us clean our Dove campus during our Dove Work Days every 
first Saturday of the month. Our next Work Day is Saturday, October 1 from 8:00-11:00 am. 
Bring your families, neighbors and friends to help! The more people we have 
working, the sooner we can finish the jobs. This counts as a service project 
for anyone who needs service hours. Sign up genius link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/0c0f48a9aa2ca7fbc34-dove 

mailto:ridinzfun@aol.com
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All of our Dove Music Groups are up and running for the 2022-2023 school year. We would love to have you be 
part of Dove’s music program!  

DOVE’S CHILDRENS CHOIR Our children’s choir is back and practicing in the building F Library on Sundays 
at 9:30 am. This group is under the direction of Hannah Abraham. 

HALOS YOUTH CHOIR 
The Halos Youth Choir will be rehearsing each Sunday from 
12:30–1:30 pm. in the Sanctuary. This year the choir will be 
led by Greg Ramsey and Hannah Abraham. Come experience 
the excitement of music! No experience is necessary. The 
Halos Youth Choir is for youth grades 7–12. We are very 
excited to have this choir back in the line-up! 

DOVE BELLS 
Do you want to literally ring in Christmas by joining a hand 
bell group this fall?  This choir is designed for young people 
ages 8 to 16, but we are an intergenerational body, so we 
welcome the young at heart as well!  There will be a place 
for you regardless of your age or experience with music; as 
long as you can count to eight!  We will plan to ring a 
performance for Christmas. Sign up at the Ministry Fair 
October 9 or contact Barb Fike at bfike2@cox.net. 

For information on any or all of our musical groups, please 
contact Greg Ramsey, Dove’s Director of Music, at 
gr@gopiano.com or 623-203-0250. 

The Fall Craft and Bake Sale is coming! Hopefully you already 
have November 12 circled on your calendar. The proceeds of 
this sale will be donated to Thrive AZ.  If you would like to 
donate to the sale, volunteer to help, or even just get a sneak 
peek at what people are bringing, see below:  

To sign up to help on the weekend of the sale, go to  https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4FAFAA22A75-craft1 

To sign up to bring food donations, go to https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4FAFAA22A75-craft 

To sign up for craft donations, go to https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4FAFAA22A75-craft2 

Once you reach your chosen signup, just click on where you 
want to donate or volunteer, then click submit. After you do 
that, it will take you to a page where you can put in a more 
detailed description of the item and the number you will be 
donating.  Thank you in advance from the crafts team! 

 

From the Music Department 

Craft Fair & Bake Sale
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Arizona’s golden time is only weeks away, and already we are seeing the temperatures dropping.  Soon there 
will be a hint of cool in the air early mornings, and we can resume our outdoor activities.  Among those outdoor 
activities, be sure to put the Walk to End Alzheimer’s on your calendars, on October 15.  Anita Burnett is 
coordinating this event for Dove.  If you have any questions, email anitalburnett@gmail.com or call her at  
623-694-7469.  

The Prayer Shawl Group is still looking for additional crocheters or knitters.  They meet from 9:00 to 10:00 am 
on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month in the Parlor at Dove. 

We do have need for transportation to church on Sundays for some of our homebound members.  Please 
contact Velma and Don Trotter at trotterdon@att.net or call at 602-524-1145 if you are willing to help. 

If you have any questions about where you might fit in, be sure to visit Care Ministry’s table at the Ministry Fair 
at Dove on Sunday, October 9, between services.  We will be happy to answer any questions and give you an 
opportunity to sign up for one or more of our ministries.   

Remember:  Volunteering returns 
blessings back to the volunteer as 
well as forward to the recipient. 

 

From the Care Ministry 

Save the date and plan to be at 
Dove’s Ministry Fair, Sunday 
morning October 9, between 
services. There will be 
entertainment, food and lots of 
opportunities to see what area of 
ministry might best fit you! 
Explore where your spiritual gifts 
lie and what areas of ministry you 
might consider joining.  
 
Go online to https://
www.umcdiscipleship.org/
spiritual-gifts-inventory/en  
to take the spiritual gifts 
inventory.  Bring the results with 
you to church on October 9, 
because the fair will be arranged 
in a way that makes it easy to find 
the areas of ministry that match 
your unique gifts. A paper version 
of the inventory will be available 
in the narthex, but the online one 
is more in-depth.  
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